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Some Generalizations

 Safety and health are #1!

 General Guidelines - What you do and how you do it 
depends on:

 TD/Club wishes & possibilities

 Configuration of club

 Age of players

 What you, as an official, are willing to do

There are No Prescriptions!



Sources Used

 Most documents similar, though extras worth 
considering.

 USTA

 Return to Play Recommendations

 Playing Tennis Safely

 Illinois Department of Commerce

 Tennis Facility And Player Safety Guidance (2 docs)

 ITF – Return to Tennis Guidelines

 Communication with CDTA and NITA



We need to know what 

players should be doing, 

so we, as officials, know 

what to do to keep them 

& ourselves safe.



General Guidelines for Officials

 Wear a mask, wash hands frequently and wear 

gloves (optional)

 Social distance at all times

 Might want to try off-court officiating – a la Florida, 

depending on the TD, the configuration of the courts, 

and your comfort level with it

 Check tournament Home Page

 CDTA requires tournaments to have protocols posted

 CDTA suggests sending protocols to players prior to 

tournament



Must Confer with TD Prior to 

Tournament (not just before matches start) 
 Checking in/Tournament desk

 Court usage/match schedules

 Match formats

 Balls – containers in each corner; those left on 
court/stray balls

 Scorecards – Paper/Pens/Reporting scores

 Changeovers

 Chairs/benches

 Availability of hand sanitizer/disinfectant wipes

 Masks

 Tissues

 Notices around the courts/Signage

 Court Monitors

 Plastic bags

 Towels

 Bathrooms

 Gates (if outdoors)/Doors

 Water fountains/on-court water

 Spectators/parents

 Medical personnel – Thermometer

 Get emergency contact information

 Garbage containers

 Singles sticks

In most instances, the TD will 
determine how items are executed.



Players’ Considerations

 Online check in & lots of communication before/during 
tournament

 At facility 10 minutes prior to match & leave immediately –
no showering

 Staggered start times

 Use every other court

 Any player with COVID-19 symptoms:

 Not play or be in the area 

 Have medical procedure/personnel in place

 No sharing of equipment, food or water bottles, benches

 No handshakes before or after match – racket bumps



Players’ Considerations – cont.

 Sit on opposite sides of net during changeovers/rest 
periods

 Stay on the same side of the court or go around the 
net on opposite sides for changeovers

 Play with own set of marked/numbered balls and do 
not touch opponent’s balls with hands

 Send stray balls to other courts with racquet

 Will not be scorecards – Need to call score after 
every point & start of each game

 If game cards, one person uses and wiped clean after 
each match



Officials’ Considerations

 Wear mask at all times (can take off while on court)

 Wear gloves if available/comfortable – wash hands 

frequently

 Social distancing at all times on and off court – even if 

relieving an official

 Do not touch or retrieve balls for players – pour new 

balls on court without touching

 During changeovers and rest periods, move to center 

of the court even if players not changing sides



Officials’ Considerations – cont.

 Need to remind players of all they need to do

 Social distancing

 Call scores after every point/game

 Do not pick up opponent’s or stray balls

 Pick up and leave court immediately after the match

 How to change ends/rest periods

 Beneficial for Officials have walkie-talkies to communicate 
with TD

 Might want to consider having more officials

 Can cover more ground

 Can split into teams – less stressful



 Most critical is to communicate with the TD

 They will have decided how the tournament will be 
conducted

 TD will need to have trust in Officials; walkies will help 
communication

 Be flexible

 We have not done this before

 Every club/facility and tournament will be different

 Be safe

 Use your head

 Ask questions

 Eyes open

Overall



Questions?



Return To Play – USTA Doc


