Returning to Court

JUNE 2020




Some Generalizations

» Safety and health are #1!

» General Guidelines - What you do and how you do it
depends on:

» TD/Club wishes & possibilities

» Configuration of club

» Age of players

» What you, as an official, are willing to do

There are No Prescriptions!



Sources Used

» Most documents similar, though extras worth
considering.

» USTA
» Return to Play Recommendations
» Playing Tennis Safely
» lllinois Department of Commerce
» Tennis Facility And Player Safety Guidance (2 docs)
» |TF — Return to Tennis Guidelines
» Communication with CDTA and NITA



We need to know what
players should be doing,
SO we, as officials, know
what to do to keep them
& ourselves safe.




General Guidelines for Officials

» Wear a mask, wash hands frequently and wear
gloves (optional)

» Social distance at all times

» Might want to fry off-court officiating — a la Florida,
depending on the TD, the configuration of the courts,
and your comfort level with it

» Check tournament Home Page
» CDTA requires tournaments to have protocols posted

» CDTA suggests sending protocols to players prior 1o
tournament




Must Confer with TD Prior 1o

Tournament (no’r just before matches s’ror’r)
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Checking in/Tournament desk
Court usage/match schedules
Match formats

Balls — containers in each corner; those left on
court/stray balls

Scorecards - Paper/Pens/Reporting scores
Changeovers

Chairs/benches

Availability of hand sanitizer/disinfectant wipes
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Tissues

Notices around the courts/Signage

Court Monitors

Plastic bags

Towels

Bathrooms

Gates (if outdoors)/Doors

Water fountains/on-court water
Spectators/parents

Medical personnel — Thermometer
Get emergency contact information

Garbage containers
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Singles sticks

In Mmost instances, the TD will
determine how items are executed.



Players’ Considerations

» Online check in & lofs of communication before/during
tournament

» At facility 10 minutes prior to match & leave immediately —
Nno showering

» Staggered start times

» Use every other court
» Any player with COVID-19 symptoms:

» Not play or be in the area

» Have medical procedure/personnel in place
» No sharing of equipment, food or water bottles, benches
» No handshakes before or after match — racket bumps



Players’ Considerations — cont.

» Sit on opposite sides of net during changeovers/rest
periods

» Stay on the same side of the court or go around the
net on opposite sides for changeovers

» Play with own set of marked/numlbered balls and do
not fouch opponent’s balls with hands

» Send stray balls to other courts with racquet

» Will not be scorecards — Need to call score after
every point & start of each game

» If game cards, one person uses and wiped clean after
each match



Officials’ Considerations

» Wear mask at all fimes (can take off while on court)

» Wear gloves it available/comfortable — wash hands
frequently

» Social distancing at all fimes on and off court — even if
relieving an official

» Do not touch or retrieve balls for players — pour new
balls on court without touching

» During changeovers and rest periods, move to center
of the court even if players not changing sides



Officials’ Considerations — cont.

» Need to remind players of all they need to do
» Social distancing
» Call scores after every point/game
» Do not pick up opponent’s or stray balls
» Pick up and leave court immediately after the match
» How to change ends/rest periods

» Beneficial for Officials have walkie-talkies to communicate
with TD

» Might want to consider having more officials
» Can cover more ground
» Can split info teams — less stressful




Overall

» Most critical is to communicate with the TD

» They will have decided how the tournament will be
conducted

» TD will need to have frust in Officials; walkies will help
communication

» Be flexible

» We have not done this before

» Every club/facility and tournament will be different
» Be safe

» Use your head

» Ask questions

» Eyes open



Questions®e



Refurn To Play

USTA

RETUWURHN T'O FPLAY RECOMMENDATIONS

LIS TT.A O i TS
B

Thee United Stabes Tennis Assocatbon (LS TA) recognizes. that the SOOASID-189
Theref

different wanys ard weth defferenit S
in othesrs. Baefore doing oo, pleasa e

Iy additon o e Playing Tennis Safchy
Syperil 22, AN, awailaides o bEnmrsi

ore, e beliewe safedy rebumang o "w
Ffederal, st=te and ocal guedednees. o rmako= 0 m;mmﬂwr—aw

Fowr playesrs. Taciliies,. and proggrameming ssaeed beyr See LEST A on
here are some additional recormmendatons o oonsickes for LESTA

T AT
CHEcials as weell 3= faciities. wubili=irng Dlﬁa.ﬁziﬁ:-' LIESTA eneerThs .

FACELITY
RECOMBMENDATHOMNS

. mecluding Sscorimesg
M:Em radio=s,

[NE= L]
excihamped. amed at e end of
the =
Sanatize rmscroporee Sl

shair Urmgpperes chaanr bebareaen

DN STTE §F PLAY RECOMMEMDUAT HOMS

Serneral Recosmmmmendations
- Consider wearing a maskhhiglowess and wash hands andiior gloves oftens and afer boasching
iberms.
Logoid tuching face, especially afier handling on—cowurt eoguisprmet
FPractics prnp-:-rpl’ryﬁu::-zi distarecing frorm fellow OfScials. players,. spectators .amd
Do e EETenk
Whene p-:i&'-Slb—l-ﬂ_ Ennald aexchanging supples with |players and fellows Offciails

FPre—aewvent Preparatiomn
Cleeci waith the heost Facility abead of time for amy mmmamaymatﬂﬂmty_
ihniudﬂ-ﬂn:fullmlnyuurc:nuﬂba—_;fnrwurpem : giowves, macks, hormed sanmatizer,
disinfecting wipes
Bring ywour owwn wabter, snacks, and food. Chedck with esent howtsrhat food amnd water wall b=
(=g s ==

Enplerment varocus scheduling formats, such as the “Followwead I:ry"e;:rsl—em‘ln meirnirmi=e

growp meetings. [ not possible, coomedesct
ot Hrmee

politely remind players if needed
procedures (ice. do not shake hands at the end of @ match, calling
score. handling balls. post-mabhch procedures,. =ic_ )

I:Iurlr-g Flaw
Rowvers showlkd rmows: o the cenber of the court on changeowers esen i players are nok
changing ends.
Encourasme pl-.-:ngrers‘lntﬂ-nzrfy mmm&emh&fm&eﬂnﬁ FI:HI’l'LgEI'T‘lE Amnd set.
FPractice

fiellows OrfEcial. Limne Limpire reporting i
Pm.lrner!halSm‘lnl:h-:m.lrl and

. S
[ =2 IE{::"‘II"Idﬂ_;}I’I-EI recene scornes [(bext or ermail).




